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 Consultation and Coordination 

The US Highway 53 Virginia to Eveleth Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (December 2014) is 

incorporated by reference and is considered part of the Final EIS. 

8.1 Changes Since the Draft EIS 

Additional coordination has taken place with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) since the publication of the Draft EIS regarding the additional areas 

evaluated (staging, snow storage, Mesabi Trail connection) and the additional species information, 

respectively (see Appendix C).  

Additional public meetings have been held since the publication of the Draft EIS, including: 

■ A Draft EIS open house/public hearing on January 22, 2015 

■ A meeting for residents and businesses in the Midway neighborhood to discuss access options on 

February 23, 2015  

■ A meeting for residents that would be benefitted by the proposed noise walls on March 5, 2015 

■ A meeting for residents that would be benefitted by the revised proposed noise wall in the Midway 

area on August 3, 2015 

Additional meetings have also been held with directly affected parties, including but not limited to utility 

owners, St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional Railroad Authority (SLLCRRA), RGGS, UTAC, Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), cities, and property 

owners. Some discussion regarding property acquisitions have been initiated, and coordination regarding 

permits has been conducted with agencies such as the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). A Municipal 

Consent hearing was held on March 24, 2015 by the City of Virginia. Approval of the project was given by 

the City on April 28, 2015 via resolution number 15087 (see Appendix C). 

As part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)/Section 404 merger process, the USACE and US 

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) provided concurrence with Concurrence Point #3 (preferred 

alternative) in letters dated February 2, 2015 and May 7, 2015, respectively (see Appendix C). The 

Section 404 permit application and jurisdictional determination request has been submitted by MnDOT to 

the USACE, and it was public noticed by the USACE on March 24, 2015 for comments to be received 

through April 23, 2015. One comment was received during the public notice period. USEPA provided its 

comment letter on the Draft EIS as its comment on the jurisdictional determination request. This letter is 

provided in Section 11.3 of this Final EIS. 

Table 5.5-1 in Chapter 5: Physical and Environmental Analysis outlines the frequent coordination and 

correspondence with the USACE regarding wetland delineation, impacts, and mitigation. Additional permit 

application details have been submitted (June 29, 2015 and August 24, 2015), including a replacement 

plan using 9.96 acres of banked wetland credit. 

On June 22, 2015, MnDOT published a Final EIS pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 116D. The 

comment period for the state Final EIS concluded July 7, 2015. Two comment letters were received and 

are provided in Appendix C.  

8.2 Consultation and Coordination 

Chapter 8 of the Draft EIS discusses the process used to involve stakeholders in the Scoping process and 

preparation of the Draft EIS. Included in this process was coordination with cooperating agencies (USACE 
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and USEPA), environmental agencies, tribes, and a project advisory committee. There were also a number 

of public open houses, visual quality stakeholder meetings, and monthly Coffee and Conversation 

meetings at the MnDOT Virginia office since May 2013 to provide brief updates on the project and to 

allow for questions and answers from the public.  

Information on the open house/public hearing held on January 22, 2015 at the Mountain Iron Community 

Center and responses to comments received during the comment period on the Draft EIS can be found in 

Chapter 11: Responses to Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  
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